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Course Requirements

Textbook:  Intermediate Algebra. Thompson Learning, 2004.
All students are required to:

1. Complete tests, quizzes, homework, computer lab activities, and any other graded assignments.

2. Participate in class by taking notes, listening, and getting help as needed.

3. Be on time for class.*

4. Be prepared for class.  Students should have appropriate writing utensils, paper, calculators, etc…*

5. Keep a neat, well-organized notebook that includes all notes, quizzes, and handouts.  A grade sheet must also be kept.

6. Make up all work that was missed during absences.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed and find time that is suitable to complete this work.  If the work is not made up in a reasonable amount of time, a grade of zero will be assigned.*

7. Students will be evaluated (graded) using the criteria listed the in the Student Guide.*  The internet-based grading program “Skyward” can be accessed from any home computer.

8. A student must pass at least two of the three end-of-course grades (Marking period 1, Marking Period 2, and Final Exam).  Failure of any two of these three will result in a failure of the course.  Additionally, the student must have an overall passing grade.
9. Weighted Grade Schedule:  Exams & Quizzes (Achievement Assessments - Summative) – 80%, Learning Activities (homework, classwork, projects, etc.- Formative) – 20%
10. Academic Award Criteria:  One award will be given per twenty-five students in each course for each semester.  Academic Awards will recognize the students with the highest average in each specific course.

*Refer to the Student Guide for further clarification.

Mr. Eicheldinger’s e-mail address is keicheld@upsd.org.  Please feel free to contact me with any pertinent information.
Mr. Eicheldinger is available for extra help in room 111 at the following time:

How to be a Successful Mathematics Student

· Find a way to get your questions answered.  Raising your hand in class at an appropriate time is a perfectly good way to get answers.  However, not everyone feels comfortable asking questions in front of a large class of their peers.  Seeing the teacher at the end of a period or at the end of the day or at the beginning of the next day are also options.

· Be organized.  Have a specific notebook for math class.  Keep all notes in one area, homework in another, and graded activities in yet another section.

· Prepare.  Complete homework every time it is assigned.  Don’t allow yourself you make excuses that will hinder your progress as a student.

· Study – Many people actually believe that it is not possible to study for math.  In truth, nothing could be further from the truth!  Here are some ways that I have found to help me do well on college math exams:

· Recopy the notes that were given in class.  Often, especially in college, notes are given at such a rapid pace that topics do not have time to really sink in.  By going back and rewriting the notes, a deeper under standing is often the result.

· Attempt all homework problems.  Put asterisk or star next to any problems that were particularly difficult so that you can remember to ask about these problems in the next lesson.

· Use the back of the textbook as a tool not a crutch.  Look at the answer only after you have tried with serious effort.

· When studying for a test, rather than simply reading over your notes and homework problems, actually redo several problems from each section and then check them with your previous work.

