
The purpose of this newsletter is to 

keep everyone  informed of the 

goings-on of Technology in Upper 

Perkiomen School District.  Each 

month the status of projects and 

challenges will be updated and any 

new changes will be announced.  

We hope you find it informative 

and beneficial! 

 

Keeping You Informed on UPSD Technology 

School Websites 

During the month of September and the first week 

of October, we made some changes to the 

schools’ homepages to make them more person-

alized. Each school homepage now shows pic-

tures of its respective school. For example, upon 

browsing to Marlborough’s website visitors will 

see a picture of Mr. Stern’s class. Visitors can 

then click the arrows on either side of the picture 

to see more pictures specific to that school. 

In addition to changing the pictures, the calendar 

has been moved up to be placed directly under 

the picture. Based on feedback we received, most  

parents and community visitors are going to the 

website to see what events are occurring. We also 

put the schools’ names on the calendar titles to 

further indicate that the visitor is viewing infor-

mation specific to that school. 

Next we are working on adding the “our 

schools” menu to the top of each school page. 

That will make it easier for visitors to switch 

between schools without having to scroll. 

Each school webmaster has been trained in 

editing the new website. As they work with it 

and start exploring more advanced features, 

further training will be made available. As a 

reminder, the webmasters are: 

Hereford—Mr. Guellich 

Marlborough—Mr. Lippincott 

High School—Mr. Thomas 

 Middle School—Mr. Verna 

On October 20, there will be training held for 

all teachers to learn how to move their Google 

sites into the new website. 
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   Did you know? 

Reading Hospital uses robots called 

“TUGs” to deliver food to patients 

from the kitchen. They are fully au-

tonomous, they avoid obstacles and 

people in the hallways, and they can 

even travel in elevators alone. 
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possible solutions. For example, we 

know that in Hereford and Marlbor-

ough, the wireless connectivity is 

weak in some areas which limits the 

ability of nearby classes to use tech-

nology simultaneously. 

In addition to thinking about the 

general problems, we need to con-

sider how the Curriculum Review 

process needs to be supported by 

technology. Some questions we need 

to ask ourselves are: What resources 

do we need to implement the curric-

ulum we are choosing in the review 

process? What impact might these 

curriculum choices have on others? 

For example, if we are using an 

online resource in third grade, does 

that resource scale and track pro-

gress up to fourth grade and beyond?  

Budget discussions are never the 

most fun topic, but they are vitally 

important for obvious reasons. This 

year, the budget process is being 

moved up a couple of months. Pre-

liminary Department budgets must 

be submitted by the end of Novem-

ber. That means the Technology De-

partment needs to know what is 

needed in 2018-2019 by the end of 

October so items can be priced out, 

evaluated, and prioritized. 

To that end, the Technology Depart-

ment is scheduling meetings with 

each Principal in October to begin 

the discussions. The main objective 

in these meetings is to lay out the 

challenges that each school is facing 

in regards to technology use and 

integration, and begin discussing 

By thinking about these things now, 

we can budget proactively and stay 

in front of the coming changes. 

Teachers, please start having con-

versations with your colleagues 

about what is happening in the pre-

sent and what is needed to improve 

it, and what will be happening as 

Curriculum Review proceeds and 

what is needed to support that pro-

cess and implementation. Bring 

those needs to your Principals and 

fellow curriculum supervisors, and 

discuss them at the Curriculum Re-

view meetings so that we can have 

informed discussions about the 

budget. It is impossible to predict 

every variable, but by planning now 

we can address the variables that we 

know about now. 

Technology Budget Meetings 
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At some point since last 

school year, Google changed 

the way that Guest accounts 

work on Chromebooks. Pre-

viously, the Guest account 

was used by the younger 

grades to log on to the 

Chromebooks in FLITE and 

classrooms. While we en-

courage everyone to use 

unique accounts, it’s obvious-

ly a challenge for 5 and 6 

year olds to type in an email 

address! 

Previously we could control 

some of the settings on 

Chromebooks in Guest mode. 

That is no longer the case. 

Chromebook settings are 

more critical now than ever 

because our new iboss web 

content filter needs a few 

specific settings on them to 

work properly. We reached 

out to Google for a solution, 

but they told us that they do 

not support custom settings in 

Guest mode. (Not exactly 

what we wanted to hear). 

Mark Lewandowski did a lot 

of research, accompanied by 

a lot of trial-and-error, and 

found a way to setup the 

Chromebooks in “kiosk 

mode.”   

Kiosk mode is the best of 

both worlds.  It allows stu-

dents to click on an icon to 

login, without having to enter 

their usernames and pass-

words. It also allows us to 

manage settings on the 

Chromebooks to make them 

work with our iboss web fil-

ter. 

The feedback from FLITE 

school in particularly is very 

positive. Students are on the 

Chromebooks and working 

faster than ever before, and 

with the attention spans of a 

room full of kindergarteners 

or first graders, that’s a huge 

plus! 

to provide an environment in 

which students can collabo-

rate and teachers can create 

lessons within the Minecraft 

platform. According to the 

website, “Minecraft: Educa-

tion Edition is a collaborative 

and versatile platform that 

educators can use across sub-

jects to encourage 21st-

century skills.” 

Minecraft Education Edition 

requires Microsoft accounts 

to log in, which we’ve pro-

vided to all of the students in 

the Gaming Club. It also re-

quires Windows 10, so stu-

dents at the Middle School 

need to be in a computer lab 

to access it. 

Ms. Dynda and Mr. Detwiler 

are again running the popular 

Gaming Club this year at the 

Middle School. They have 

over 40 students participat-

ing! The kids are very enthu-

siastic about the club and 

connect with others that they 

would not come across in 

their typical daily schedules. 

This year, we purchased li-

censes of Minecraft Educa-

tion Edition for them. Mine-

craft is a hugely popular 

online game, so many stu-

dents are familiar with it 

from an entertainment per-

spective. With the Education 

Edition, Minecraft has part-

nered with Houghton Mifflin 

If you are interested in ex-

ploring it, please visit the 

website at https://

education.minecraft.net/. 

There are some resources on 

there to help get started, in-

cluding some lessons that 

teachers have developed for 

it. To try it with some stu-

dents, simply contact Bryan 

Ruzenski and we can setup 

accounts for them. Please 

keep in mind that it does not 

run on Chromebooks. 

The Gaming Club meets on 

Tuesdays after school in Ms. 

Dynda’s classroom, and then 

proceeds to various locations 

throughout the school to en-

gage in their gaming. 

Kiosk Mode on Elementary Chromebooks 

Middle School Gaming Club 
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“Mark Lewandowski did 
a lot of research, accom-
panied by a lot of trial-
and-error, and found a 
way to setup the Chrome-
books in ‘kiosk mode.’” 

https://education.minecraft.net/
https://education.minecraft.net/


 
been in contact with Carnegie 

Learning about the issues but 

so far there is no resolution. 

We are scheduling a confer-

ence call with representatives 

from the company to further 

push for a resolution. 

With this program embedded 

in the Math curriculum at the 

High School, these technical 

problems are unacceptable. It 

is particularly frustrating that 

it is the second year in a row, 

and a different platform, and 

the system is again having 

problems. That will be clear-

ly communicated to Carnegie 

Learning when we speak to 

them.   

pages. With 1:1 in grades 6-

12 and a change to sending 

much of the parent communi-

cations electronically, it was 

reasonable to assume that the 

printing volume would de-

crease, not increase. 

The total amount of printed 

pages in September 2017 was 

566,026 pages, which repre-

sents 68 killed trees and 

7,200 kg of carbon dioxide 

produced.  

This begs the question: What 

is being printed in such vol-

ume? 

We are spending money on 

printing that would have 

In response to heavy color 

printing, in September, color 

printing was restricted. Pres-

ently, the main office staff, 

special ed teachers, and sev-

eral other key individuals 

have the ability to print in 

color. If someone needs an 

item printed in color for a 

specific purpose, it will have 

to be done with the permis-

sion of the Principal. 

Even with that change, we 

saw a significant increase in 

the amount of printing in 

September 2017 compared to 

September 2016. The number 

of printed pages district wide 

increased by over 33,000 

more of an impact in other 

areas, and harming the envi-

ronment. The District has to 

make a concerted effort to 

reduce our printing. To that 

end, we are asking everyone 

to please think about what 

you are printing and if that 

information can be delivered 

electronically. Please use the 

resources available, such as 

Google Classroom, Schoolo-

gy, Skyward, and the website 

to name just a few. If printing 

isn’t reduced voluntarily, we 

will have to impose quotas, 

and nobody wants to be 

forced into printing less.  

MATHia Issues 

Printing 
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This High School Math De-

partment is using an online 

system called “MATHia” 

through Carnegie Learning. 

This is the new version of the 

Cognitive Tutor system that 

they used last year. 

Cognitive Tutor relied on the 

obsolete Java Runtime Envi-

ronment. Google Chrome 

stopped supporting Java in 

September 2015. Two years 

is an eternity in technology, 

so everyone was frustrated 

last year with Cognitive Tu-

tor. It would kind of work in 

Internet Explorer by chang-

ing about a dozen settings, 

but it was still very prone to 

glitches. 

We were pleased when Car-

negie announced last winter 

that they were moving to a 

new platform based on the 

latest web standards for the 

2017-2018 SY. MATHia is 

the replacement. Carnegie 

guaranteed it would work 

with Google Chrome, Fire-

fox, and Internet Explorer. 

Unfortunately, MATHia 

seems to be as buggy as Cog-

nitive Tutor. Students are 

having a multitude of prob-

lems using it, and some have 

reported that the problems 

occur on their personally-

owned computers as well. 

Ms. Guenther, Andrea, Allie, 

Mark L., and Bryan have 

“It is particularly frus-
trating that it is the sec-
ond year in a row, and a 
different platform, and 
the system is again hav-
ing problems.”  


