
Summer Reading - Upcoming 6th Graders 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 

Reading is a lifelong skill, and research shows that adult readers establish their reading habits most 
strongly during their middle school years. Additionally, any progress made during the regular school year is 
maintained when students read over the summer. Therefore, summer reading is a crucial component of the 
sixth grade curriculum. 

Summer reading also allows students to prepare for the Accelerated Reader (AR) program that the 
middle school students will be required to utilize.  The AR program provides students personalized reading 
practice by taking quizzes based on self-selected novels.  Students earn points depending upon how many 
questions they answer correctly on the computer-based quiz.  The number of points that a book is worth varies 
depending upon the length of the book and the book level.  Summer reading will count towards the first 
trimester AR goal to help students get off to a positive start to the school year. With this philosophy in mind, we 
would like to share with you the summer reading requirements for students who will enter the 2017-2018 
school year as 6th graders.  

 
In order to complete the summer reading assignment please do the following: 

1. Choose a book from the list of titles that the 6th grade teachers provided for you. Short summaries are 
provided to help you make a selection that truly interests you!  Remember stick with the book!  

2. As you read, complete a Summer Reading Log for this novel. Summer Reading Logs may be found on 
the Middle School Website. Students were also given a log at the close of their 5th Grade year. Give a 
short summary of what you read during each reading session.  This will be turned in the first week of 
school for a grade. 

3. Also, within the first two weeks of school, you will discuss the summer reading and take an AR test on 
your book. The scores on these AR tests will count as a summer reading grade for the first trimester.  

4. Last, after the sixth grade students learn the elements of plot, students will be required to create a 
google slideshow. The Google slideshow will include each part of the plot diagram the students learn 
throughout the first unit of the sixth grade curriculum.  This will also be used as a grade in the first 
trimester. 

 
Sit back, relax, and enjoy a good book this summer!  See you in the fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
The Sixth Grade ELA Department 
Mr. Dulin 
Mrs. Haff 
Mrs. Miller 
Ms. Smalley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming 6th Grade Summer Reading List 
 

THE CLASSICS 

Book Title Author Description 

Treasure Island 
BL  = 8.3 

*AR = 12.0 (Advanced Readers) 

Robert L. 
Stevenson 

(Unabridged) 

While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them 
money, the mistress of the inn and her son find a treasure map that leads to a 
pirate fortune and great danger. 

White Fang 
BL = 7.4 

*AR = 13.0 (Advanced Readers) 

Jack London 
(Unabridged) 

This classic tale tells of a savage dog's transformation through love. 

The Secret Garden 
BL = 6.3 

AR = 13.0 

Frances 
Hodgson 
Burnett  

Mary moves to a huge estate to live with her mysterious uncle, his ailing son, 
the servants, and a secret garden. 
 

A Wrinkle In Time 
BL = 4.7 
AR = 7.0 

Madeleine 
L’Engle 

Meg Murry and her family receive a surprise visit from an unearthly stranger 
out of another dimension in time. Book #1 

 
CONTEMPORARY NOVELS 

Book Title Author Description 

Liar Liar 
BL = 5.8 

*AR = 3 (Struggling Readers) 

Gary Paulsen Fourteen-year-old Kevin is very good at lying and doing so makes life easier, 
but when he finds himself in big trouble with his friends, family, and teachers, 
he must find a way to end his lies forever. Book #1 

Hatchet 
BL = 5.7 
AR = 7 

Gary Paulsen After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends 54 days in the wilderness, 
learning to survive initially with only the aid of a hatchet given to him by his 
mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce. 

The Million Dollar Throw 
BL = 5.4 
AR = 8 

Mike Lupica Eighth-grade star quarterback Nate gets a chance to win a million dollars if he 
can complete a pass during the halftime of a New England Patriot's game, and 
he is nearly overwhelmed by the pressure to succeed. 

Game Changers Book #1 
BL = 5.2 
AR = 7 

Mike Lupica Eleven-year-old Ben is not surprised when the coach's son is chosen to play 
quarterback, but when Ben tries to be a good teammate and help the 
inconsistent Shawn, he is startled to learn that his new friend does not really 
want the position. Book #1 

True Legend 
BL = 5.2 
AR = 10 

Mike Lupica Fifteen-year-old Drew "True" Robinson loves being the best point-guard 
prospect in high school basketball, but he learns the consequences of fame 
through a former player, as well as through the man who expects to be his 
manager when True reaches the NBA. 

The House of the Scorpion 
BL = 5.1 

*AR = 15.0 (Advanced Readers) 

 Nancy Farmer In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the 
young clone of El Patrón, the 140-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire 
nestled between Mexico and the United States. 
** Parents/Guardians** Although this novel is intended for young adults, 
it does include material/topics which you may not find suitable for your 
child.  We encourage you to preview and/or read the novel beforehand.  If 



you are not comfortable with any of the content, please select a different 
novel. 

The Secret Language of 
Sisters 
BL = 5.0 

AR = 13.0 

Luanne Rice Suffering a texting-related car accident, Roo is mistakenly considered to be in a 
coma but is really suffering from locked-in syndrome (she can see, hear, and 
understand everything around her), as Tilly, the sister who texted her, struggles 
with guilt. 

Wolf Hollow 
BL = 4.9 
AR = 9 

Lauren Wolk Twelve-year-old Annabelle must learn to stand up for what's right in the face of 
a manipulative and violent new bully who targets people Annabelle cares 
about, including a homeless World War I veteran. 

Stung 
BL = 4.8 
AR = 11 

Bethany 
Wiggins 

When a vaccine to treat the bee flu causes people to turn into ferocious killer 
beasts, the uninfected build a wall to keep the beasts out, but Fiona wakes up 
on the wrong side of the wall. Book #1 

Girl Stolen 
BL = 4.7 
AR = 7 

April Henry When an impulsive carjacking turns into a kidnapping, Griffin, a high-school 
dropout, finds himself more in sympathy with his wealthy, blind victim, 
sixteen-year-old Cheyenne, than with his greedy father.**Parents/Guardians** 
Although this novel is intended for young adults, it does include 
material/topics which you may not find suitable for your child.  We 
encourage you to preview and/or read the novel beforehand.  If you are 
not comfortable with any of the content, please select a different novel. 

I’m Not Who You Think I 
Am 

BL = 4.6 
AR = 4 

Peg Kehret Thirteen-year-old Ginger becomes the target of a disturbed woman who 
believes that Ginger is her dead daughter. 

The Lost Hero 
BL = 4.5 
AR = 19 

Rick Riordan Jason, Piper, and Leo, three students from a school for "bad kids," find 
themselves at Camp Half-Blood, where they learn they are demigods and 
begin a quest to free Hera, who has been imprisoned by Mother Earth herself. 
Book #1 

The Red Pyramid 
BL = 4.5 
AR = 18 

Rick Riordan Siblings Carter and Sadie Kane, descendents of Egyptian magicians, must 
defeat the god Set after the gods are accidentally released in the present. Book 
#1 

Stranded 
BL = 4.5 

*AR = 4 (Struggling Readers) 

Jeff Probst Jane, Buzz, Carter, and Vanessa, aged nine to thirteen, are on a sailing trip in 
the South Pacific intended to help them bond in their newly blended family 
when a massive storm strands them on a deserted island. The coauthor is 
Chris Tebbetts. Book #1 

Babe and Me 
BL = 4.3 

*AR = 4 (Struggling Readers) 

Dan Gutman Joe and his father travel back in time to discover whether Babe Ruth really did 
call the shot before his most-famous home run. 

The Saturday Boy 
BL = 4.2 
AR = 7 

David Fleming Every school day seems to bring more trouble to eleven-year-old Derek, whose 
former best friend bullies him, while at home he deals with the long absence of 
his father, a Blackhawk helicopter pilot. 

 
*Books marked for either Advanced Readers or Struggling Readers should be approved by your current Grade 5 teacher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Name:__________________________________
Grade:____________ 

 
Summer Reading Log 

 
Directions:  Each day you read, fill in one row of the chart. 

 

Title of Book:                                              Author: 
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Here’s what I read today… 

(2-4 Main Ideas) 
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